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Can we stop cheatgrass?
Examples of success

Ted Koch, Field Supervisor
Reno Fish and Wildlife Office
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Goal: Conserve Sagebrush Ecosystems
Challenge: Fire and Invasives

* Cheatgrass is biggest threat

* Cheatgrass dominates at least 2 million ha in Great Basin

e 28.1 million ha in Intermountain West have moderate to
high probability of cheatgrass dominance in the future
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Why? What has changed?

* “Fire and Invasives” are the primary factor
for Sage-Grouse decline in the Great Basin

* Fire has been a natural part of sagebrush
ecosystems for millennia

* Non-native Cheatgrass changed role of fire




=4 U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

£

Is It

Fire.oo and Invas.
Orisit
Invasives and Fire?
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o W4
R i “1 told [Interior] Secretary Jewell if she gave me
* 4 $50 million more to fight fires | could put it to
R good use, but I’d rather use it to fight
cheatgrass.”

Ron Dunton, Assistant Director for Fire &
Aviation, Bureau of Land Management
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‘[opogtaphy of a mountain range. The zone of cheat fires coincides with the zone in which wildlife muse
winter, and in which wildlife is dependent on the browsc plants destroyed by cheat fires.

“I listened carefully for clues on whether the West has accepted
cheat as a necessary evil, to be lived with until kingdom come,

or whether the West regards cheat as a challenge to rectify its
past errors in land-use.” Cheat Takes Over. A. Leopold, 1941
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“l found the hopeless attitude almost universal.
There is, as yet, no sense of pride in the
husbandry of wild plants and animals, no sense
of shame in the proprietorship of a sick
landscape. We tilt windmills in behalf of
conservation in convention halls and editorial
offices, but on the back forty we disclaim even
owning a lance.”

A Sand County Almanac. A. Leopold, 1949.
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Can we stop it?

Using Resistance and Resilionce Concepts 1o Reduce
Impacts of bnwasive Anaal Grasses and Atered Fire
Regimes on the Sagebeush Ecosystem and Greater
Sage-Grouse: A Strategic Multi-Scale Approach
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NATIONAL SEED STRATEGY.
Sausil for Rehabilitation
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We can affect
ecosystem
function throug
management.

What about
uplands and
cheatgrass?



U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

\h ‘}'1\| & \ ‘*.,1_'5 )3 e
yeaﬁlpost fire T 8 L
‘Ha_rj’; oumtaim Natlonal An}etope Refuge '

© Lisa EHsworth



U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

Petrified Canyon, WA
March 2004

Petrified Canyon, WA
May 2011
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' Dry Gulch 2004

o

Elko Co, NV
2 years before Susie fire

Dry Gulch 2015
Elko Co, NV
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