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Forister grew up near Sacramento, California, and 

has been a member of the Biology faculty at the 

University of Nevada, Reno, since 2008. Work with 

his students and colleagues has involved 

diversification and specialization, but now mostly 

focuses on issues of global change and butterflies. 

During the summer months, Forister and grad 

students help maintain one of the world's longest-

running butterfly monitoring projects, the Shapiro 

transect across Northern California.


