STERN ASSOCIATION OF
& WILDLIFE AGENCIES

ot

STUDENT
Proguan

INVEST IN FUTURE LERDERS

Our mission is to identify deserving college students from the Western States and Provinces and provide them

access to WAFWA’s Annual Summer Conference where they gain leadership skills through structured sessions
and engage with fish and wildlife professionals inspiring them with the next steps of their careers.
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WAFWA hosted the first Student Engagement Program in 2024 consisting of 6 graduate and undergraduate
students and was a smashing success. Many doors opened for both the students and agency partners as the
program fostered meaningful connections. Our hope is to provide this opportunity to an even larger cohort in the
future, but this cannot be accomplished without additional financial support. The current cost for a federal or
NGO partner to sponsor this program is $2500 which covers travel, lodging, and program delivery. In addition to
interacting with students during the student mixer and WAFWA summer meeting sessions, sponsors will have the
opportunity to host a student meal during the summer meeting.
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| From the moment | got off the flight the hospitality, the staff, the other

students, & the different professionals were all so welcoming. This conference
has truly helped me get ready to advance the next step in my career. Getting to
meet and have one on one conversations with high level professionals from all
the Western agencies was the best part. , ’
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This experience was unparalleled to other conferences and workshops | have
attended. It gave me the opportunity to connect with high-level industry
professionals that | would not have otherwise met in the academic world.
Observing the nitty gritty of organizational decision-making in action is
something that many people never get to see, let alone while you are still a
student. Having this experience early on in my career helped me see where | can
see myself in this field and how | can get there. ’,
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