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Abel Creek Background
• Located on eastside of Santa Rosa 

Mountains in Humboldt County in 
northwest Nevada

• Humboldt MU – Little Humboldt 
Subbasin 

• Supports endemic Lahontan cutthroat 
trout (LCT) population

• Brook trout introduced in 1900’s
• > 9,000 BK removed since 2008 
• Brook trout currently occupy ~12.1km
• LCT population size < 200 individuals 

and occupy < 2.4km of habitat
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YY BK Project Background
• 2021

• Study design
• BK removals (n = 1,887)
• Population surveys

• Abel BK = 4,155
• Abel LCT = 201
• Singas BK+RBT = 2,161

• 2022
• YY BK adipose clip
• BK removals (n = 1,469)
• Population surveys

• Abel BK = 3,155
• Abel LCT = 157

• YY stocking
• ~ 6,900 YY BK
• Average 1.8:1 (YY/wild) 

across sections 
• 3 days, 4 person teams per 

treatment section
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YY BK Project 2023
• Project accomplishments:

• 2023
• YY BK adipose clip
• BK removals n = 995

• 32% reduction from 2022
• Population surveys 

• Abel BK = 1,227 (35% decline)
• Abel LCT = 66 (58% decline)

• YY stocking
• ~ 3,402 YY BK
• Average 1:1 (YY/wild) across 

sections 
• 33%-211%

• 35% survival on 2022 YY
• Initiated Genetic Rescue (12 

fish)
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YY BK Project 2021-2023
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Next Steps
• Project timeline:

• 2024
• YY BK adipose clip
• BK removals
• Population surveys (Abel + 

Singas)
• YY stocking

• 2025
• YY BK adipose clip
• Population surveys (Abel + 

Singas)
• YY stocking
• Sex ratio analyses 
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* First YY stocking year , 1 % YY Stocked estimated using 2022 section abundance , 2 Locations where extra 
YY BK were translocated 
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Questions?

• Project Notes
• Large fluctuations in populations 

experienced
• Possibly due to >200%average 

winter
• Adjusted stocking rate in occupied 

sections
• Effort and capture efficiency is highly 

variable between year and section
• Anecdotal id of yy
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